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Faculty Informat ion 
The Taft University System, Inc. employs adjunct faculty which are assigned specific duties to facilitate 
program and course delivery based on their academic and professional credentials and qualifications. 
Faculty Members support the student’s by guiding and stimulating the learning process in one-on-one 
interaction. Our faculty recognizes individual learning styles and needs, encourage one-on-one contact, 
and emphasize the relevance of the material to the individual's  situation. 

 
 
Julie AbutaL, BA, California State Long Beach, J.D., Whittier Law School; Admitted to the State Bar of 
California.  (Teaching responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program). 
 
Jorge Alesna, AA, La Valley College, J.D., Taft Law School; Admitted to the State Bar of California.  
(Teaching responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program). 
 
Veronica Allende-Ayad, B.A., University of Nevada, Las Vegas; M.S., Nova Southeastern University; 
Ed.S. & Ed.D, William Howard Taft University. (Teaching Responsibilities in the School of Education.) 
 
Angela Au, B.A., Seattle University; M.B.A., University of Phoenix; D.B.A.. Walden University. (Teaching 
responsibilities in the School of Business.)  
 
Todd R. Becker, B.A., California State University, Fullerton; J.D., Western State University, College of 
Law; Admitted to the State Bar of California. (Teaching responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program.) 
 
Daniella A. Bianchi-Laubsch, B.A., Purdue University; M.A.T., University of Houston, Downtown; 
Ph.D, Northcentral University. (Teaching Responsibilities in the School of Education.) 
 
Shirley J. Caruso, B.A. & M.A., Northeastern Illinois University; Ed.D, William Howard Taft University. 
(Teaching Responsibilities in the School of Education.) 
 
Anita M. Cassard, M.P.S., New School for Social Research; Ph.D., Walden University. (Teaching 
responsibilities in the School of Business.) 

 
Vivy Chao, B.A., University of California, Los Angeles; M.Ed., University of Southern California; Ed.D, 
Argosy University. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education.) 

 
Lorraine Cleeton, B.A., Hunter College; M.S., Lehman College; Ph.D., University of Birmingham. 
(Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education.) 
 
Sarah Condor-Fisher, BA, Charles University, J.D., Taft Law School; Admitted to the State Bar of 
California.  (Teaching responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program). 
 
Terrance L. Cusaac, B.S., Benedict College; M.P.A., Troy State University; Ph.D., Capella University. 
(Teaching responsibilities in the School of Business.) 

 
A. Edwin Fahlen, Attorney at Law, Real Estate Broker. B.S.L., J.D., The Simon Greenleaf School of 
Law; Admitted to the State Bar of California. (Teaching responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program.) 
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Cynthia M. Geter, B.S., Health Science, California State University, Long Beach; M.B.A., University of 
Phoenix, Management Development Program in Health Care, Center of Excellence in Health Care 
Management, University of Southern California. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Business.) 

 
Deanna Gilbertson, B.A., California State University, Dominquez Hills; J.D., Whittier Law School. 
(Teaching responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program.) 

 
Jessica Guire, B.A., MA, Stephen F. Austin State University; Ed.D., University of Phoenix. (Teaching 
responsibilities in the School of Education.) 
 
Michael A.S. Guth, B.A., Rice University; M.S., California Institute of Technology; J.D., Ph.D., The 
University of Tennessee; Admitted to the State Bar of Tennessee. (Teaching responsibilities in the 
School of Business and Law & Government.)   
 
Gota Hayashi, B.M., San Diego State University; M.A., Teachers College Columbia University; Ed.D., 
William Howard Taft University. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education.) 
 
Jared J. Hogle, M.A., Prescott College; Ed.D., William Howard Taft University. (Teaching 
responsibilities in the School of Education.) 
 
Ryan A. Jacobsen, B.A., University of Utah; J.D., Chapman School of Law. (Teaching responsibilities  
in the Juris Doctor Program.) 

 
Michael R. James, B.S.B.A., M.B.A., Central Missouri State University; M.A.F.M., Keller Graduate  
School of Management. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Business and Law & Government.) 

 
Neil A. Johnson, B.S., M.S., Ph.D., Colorado State University. (Teaching responsibilities in the School 
of Business.) 

 
Melody L. Jolly, B.A., California State University, Fullerton; J.D., Western State University College of 
Law; Admitted to the State Bar of California. (Teaching responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program.) 

 
Michael W. Jones, B.S., Valdosta State University; M.S., University of Phoenix; Pd.D., Walden 
University. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Business.) 

 
Arthur S. Leahy, B.A., State University College, Oneonta, New York; M.A., Ph.D., State University of 
New York at Binghamton. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Business and Education.) 

 
Karen L. Ledbetter, B.A., Brigham Young University; M.A., St. Mary’s College; Ed.D, University of 
Phoenix. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Business.) 

 
Aleta I. Ledendecker, B.A., Thomas Edison State College; M.A., University of Phoenix. (Teaching 
responsibilities in the School of Education.) 
 
Colleen Lindecker, B.A., Winona State University; M.S.E., University of Wisconsin-La Crosse; Ph.D, 
Capella University. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Business.) 
 
Joshua E. Long, B.S., M.M., & Ph.D., Pennsylvania State University. (Teaching responsibilities in the 
School of Education.) 
 
Danielle F. Lowe, B.S., M.S., State University of New York, New Paltz; Ed.D., William Howard Taft 
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University. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education.) 
 
Donna McGovern, B.A., York College of Pennsylvania; MBA, University of Southern Calif.; J.D., William 
Howard Taft University, (Teaching responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program.) 

 
 
Maple Melder-Crozier, B.A., California State University, Hayward; M.S., California State University, 
Hayward; Ed.D., William Howard Taft University. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education.) 
 
Meng Li , BA, University of British Columbia, J.D., Taft Law School; Admitted to the State Bar of 
California.  (Teaching responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program). 
 
Laurie Nalepa, B.A., University of California, Los Angeles; M.B.A., University of Southern California; 
Ed.D, Nova Southeastern University. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education.) 
 
Melinda S. Payton, ME.D. & Ed.D., Concordia University. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of 
Education.) 
 
Casey S. Reason, B.S., M.A., Ph.D., Bowling Green State University; Ed.S., University of Toledo. 
(Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education.) 

 
Lisa D. Reason, B.A., University of Toledo; M.A., Bowling Green State University; Ph.D., Capella 
University. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education.) 

 
Tracy R. Reinmiller, B.S.L., J.D., Western State University College of Law. Admitted to the State Bar 
of California. (Teaching responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program.) 

 
Scott Resnick, B.A., University of California, Los Angeles; M.B.A., J.D., Arizona State University. 
Admitted to the State Bar of California. (Teaching responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program.) 

 
Ronald S. Rizzo, B.M., M.A. Western Michigan University; Ph.D., Capella University. (Teaching 
responsibilities in the School of Education.) 

 
Edward J. Romano, B.A., Boston University; J.D., Suffolk University Law School, MIP, Franklin Pierce 
Law School. Admitted to the State Bar of Rhode Island. (Teaching responsibilities in the Juris Doctor 
Program.) 

 
Hillary S. Sawyers, B.S., University of West Indies; M.Ed, Liberty University; Ed.D, William Howard 
Taft University. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education.) 
 
Stanley D. Seat, B.B.A, University of Texas, Arlington; M.Div., Southern Methodist University; J.D.,  
Oak Brook College of Law; L.L.M., Taft Law School. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Business.) 
 
Jennifer Settani-Stephens, BA, California State University Chico, J.D., Taft Law School.; Admitted to 
the State Bar of California.  (Teaching responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program). 
 
Blanche A. Shenosky, B.S., St. Joseph’s College; M.S., Villanova University, D.B.A., California 
Intercontinental University. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Business and Education.) 
 
Terry W. Shorey, B.A., California State University, Sacramento; M.S., National University Sacramento. 
(Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education.) 



FACULTY CATALOG SUPPLEMENT 

©2022 The Taft University System, Inc. All rights reserved. 5 

 

 

 
Jillian R. Skelton, Ed.D, University of Alabama; M.A.T., Piedmont College; B.A., University of Georgia. 
(Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education.) 

 
Joan L. Slavin, B.A., California State University, Long Beach; J.D., Western State University, College of 
Law. (Teaching responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program.) 

 
 
 
Carole A. Smith, B.S., Fitchburg State College; M.S., University of Southern Maine; Ed.D., William 
Howard Taft University. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education.) 

 
Randall E. Stone, B.S., University of Arkansas; M.Acc., University of Central Arkansas; M.S.T., William 
Howard Taft University; PhD, Northcentral University. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of 
Business and Law & Government.) 

 
William J. Tetu, B.S. United States Military Academy at West Point; M.B.A., Boston University; M.Ed., 
University of Kansas; Ed.D., Argosy University (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education and 
the School of Business.)   

 
Margaret A. Trester, B.A., Northern Illinois University; J.D., Whittier Law School. Admitted to the 
State Bar of California. (Teaching responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program.) 

 
Jan Tucker, B.A., Auburn University; M.B.A., Florida Institute of Technology; Ph.D., Northcentral 
University. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Business.) 

Robert Waddington, B.S., Colorado Technical University; M.B.A., California State University, 
Dominguez Hills; D.B.A., California Southern University. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of 
Business.) 

Nathan D. Wente, B.S., Oregon State University; J.D., University of La Verne, School of Law. 
(Teaching responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program.) 

 
Lori Y. White, B.S., Auburn University; M.S., Troy University. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of 
Business and Law & Government.) 
 
Cynthia M. Williard, B.S. & M.P.A., Park University. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Law & 
Government.) 
 
Pattie C. Williams, B.S., University of Mount Olive; M.B.A., Strayer University; M.S., Saint Leo 
University; Ed.D., Argosy University. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Business and Education.) 
 
Eileen L. Yantz, B.S., M.S., Nova Southeastern University; Ed.D., William Howard Taft University. 
(Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education.) 
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Contact Informat ion 
 

The Taft University System 
Joan L. Slavin VP, Governmental Relations slavin@taftu.edu 
Christine Baldwin Director of Administration/CA Offices baldwin@taftu.edu 
Mike Rendon-Thofson Director of Administration/CO Offices rendon-thofson@taft.edu 
 
 
Taft Law School 
Melody Jolly Dean of the School of Law jolly@taftu.edu 
Margaret Trester Associate Dean of the School of Law 

 
 

  

trester@taftu.edu 
Joan Slavin Director of Student Services slavin@taftu.edu 

 
William Howard Taft University 
Neil Johnson President, William Howard Taft University johnson@taft.edu 
Barry P. Resnick Dean of the School of Education resnick@taftu.edu 
Anita Cassard Dean of the School of Business &  

       
cassard@taft.edu 

 School of Law and Government  
Margaret Trester Associate Dean of the School of 

 
 

  

trester@taftu.edu 
 Law and Government  
Stephanie L. Estlow Director of Student Affairs student_support@taftu.edu 
Erin Scott Research Assistant research@taftu.edu 
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